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is the title of their kings, and said to him : * What an
eternal indignity ! We heard of the Arabs and dreaded
them from the East, but they came from the West and
conquered Spain and took possession of all its valuable
things notwithstanding their small number, insufficient
armaments, and although they carried no shields.1 His
answer was to this effect: * If you follow my advice,
you will not interrupt their march nor precipitate your
attack. They are like a torrent carrying all before it.
They are in the advent of their victory; their deter-
mination replaces for them the superiority of number,
and hearts which replace the defence of shields. But
give them time to be loaded with spoils, settle down
and to fight among themselves for authority, when you
will easily defeat them.' "15
We can also explain the delay of Karl Martel by
the desire to leave his adversary and rival Eudo with-
out help till the Muslims destroyed his kingdom when
he would get rid of his rivalry and opposition. In any
case, Abdul Rahman had overrun Acquitaine and the
whole of the south of France when Karl Martel was
prepared to march to meet him. Duke Eudo, after
losing his kingdom and the dispersal of his army, came
to implore succour from his old adversary Karl Martel.
Karl had amassed a large army of Franks, and of the
various savage Germanic tribes and mercenary troops,
beyond the Rhine, in which the combatants were a
mixture of all the nations of north. They were mostly
irregular troops, almost naked, wearing wolve skins,
their curly hair falling on their bare shoulders. The
leader of the Franks marched with this great army
towards the south to encounter the Arabs, sheltered
by highlands, in order to surprise the enemy in his
positions before he had completed his preparations to
repulse him. The Muslim army had, at that time,
overrun all the territories of Acquitaine which are now
called in modern France, Guyenne, Perigord, Saintonge
and Poitu, and approached, after the victorious march,